n1960 WhenOtaeB]ankenshpmwed
to Hilliard, he saw a of blue-
collar subdivisions and a lot of farms. -
The town was so slow, he likes to
tell people, you could stand in the road
mdargueahoutsportsandnotget}nt
by a car. ,
'I‘heschooldzshtct’sreputauonwas
strongbutnotasstrongasﬂaestenchﬂmt
svng;iedamnmdthefaﬂmgsewageh&ahnmt
t.
But much has changed.
A steady strearnofn'aﬁicghdesbyan
MamSmeetAboutevezyﬁﬁh
vehicle is a dump truck on its

families,” B in said.
“Butevenmﬁathemnﬂlmm
~ the people are still the same. Hilliard has
- always drawn hard-working people.”
Noteveryoneappmvesoftheclmlges
saldsmneoid-tzmezshateto
: seemwaﬁa‘rwofhousessprmgmgu
ﬁmnsoﬂﬂwtusedtobepartofafmﬂy
farm. But he believes Hilliard will always
mta%x}nxt:smﬂwwnfeeh
- will never be Upper Arlington or
Dublin; it will never be run by big bucks,” he
said. “I can't ever see this becoming the kind
of town where you have to be a bank
president to sit on City Council.”
The changing times have turned

way to or from any of the dozens Sparky’s — the watering hole where Otie
of construction SItes m Hilliard. avnl‘ leamedﬂxe art of saloonkeeping — into

sun

ice eream shop with the
ermg of gourmet coffees.

fgemn etk nl'esel'vell mmmmm

He owns Oties OIdHilhardInn

and Pub and is known around
tuwnasanamatau-}nstmmandm
leader.

Hecamemlﬁﬂlatdafnerasmtm‘dxe
Army and never Jeft.

He found work in Sparky’s, a bar at the
center of town — a collection of brick
btﬂldmgsandemptystm'eﬁnntsdmdedby
rmh-nadtradmmdpuncmatadbymlagmg

grain elevator. :

“Whenlcamehere,themwasn’tmmh
gomgon,butﬂxenltchdn’tfakemuchto
Impress me, o1 from the coal fields of
West Virginia,” said Blankenship in his best
Otie-speak, delivered with a raspy but
friendly voice. It sounds as if it has been
suefchedﬁnmthosecoalﬁeldstoeenh'al
Ohioand back.

Heopemd()lxe’s’l‘mme?ubml%m
one of Hilliard’s few prominent buildings —
a brick structure built about 1870 that had
beenageneralstoreandpostaﬁﬁee.

It was a workingman's bar and remained
blue-collar for years. Blankenship
mpendedeﬂhm'd'sgmwﬂladecadeago

by adding a restaurant to the bar.

In 1990, hechangedﬂlenanwtoouds
OIdHﬂhm'dwmectadxangemerasand
to keep the heritage of Old Hilliard alive.

Asamember of the Old Hilliard
Gommmon,Blankmshq)hasworkedm

tnmgnmreﬂzan$1mﬂhonworthof :

- landseaping, brick sidewalks, ornamental
streetlights and more to the historie district.
The railroad tracks have been ripped up,
andthetmckbedsoonwﬂlbemmedm’wa
paved path for biking and hiking. The path
will be part of Rails to Trails, a program
izing old rail lines as bike paths, and will
some hxﬂ(HiIhardtohumiredsofmﬂm

of trails in the Midwest.
- Four Old Hilliard buildings are on
the National Register of HlstoncPIaees
andtheettylsworlungtob
shopsandrestaurantsmto
the district. -
“The town has gone

e(mnmmxty of double-income

sewage treatment plant and replaced it with
abedroomcmnmumty]mownasa“hotc:ty
on the move” by real estate agents.

- Blankenship said that metamorphosis
was reflected recently in a conversation he
had with a patron at the other end of his bar.

“One of the old boys was in here and he
said, You know, Otie, nowadays I don’t
mind telling people P'm from Hilliard.”

Once the city secured a water
contract with Columbus in
1974, Reynolds started thinking
about ways to use sewer and
water lines to strenghthen
Hilliard’s image and tax base



